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In the Matter of 200t APR 2b A | |: 32

Jose Casal MUR 5389

SENSITIVE

' GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT #2

L ACTIONS RECOMMENDED |

Accept the attached conciliation agreement and close the file. .
IL BACKGROUND

MUR 5389 arose out of a referral by the Florida Elections Com;nission (“Florida
Commission”) cdnceming an allegation that Jose Casal, a Venezuelan foreign national, made
$2,500 in contributions to the campaign committee of Miami-Dade County Mayor Alex Penelas
(“Penelas Committee™) during the 2000 Miami-Dade County mayoral election. The Florida
Commission referred this matter after concluding that, in addition to Violét’ing Florida law, Mr.
Casal may have violated 2 U.S.C. § 441¢’s prohibition on foreign national contributions. Florida
Commission Referral at 1. Upon a review of the Florida Commission’s Referral, supporting
materials, and publicly available information, this Office discovered that-'the cpntributions in
question were part of a conduit scheme wherebyer. Casal reimbursed five of his employees for
their $500 contributions to the Penelas Committee.

The Commission found reason to believe Jose Casal knoWingly and willfully violated
2 U.S.C. § 441e(a) and authorized this Office to enter into pre;probable cause conciliation with
the Respondent. In this report, we recommend that the Commission accept the attached

conciliation agreement and close the file. Attachment 1.



PAGE 2 HAS BEEN DELETED

5
it

b " A B ™ T ol



P

aF

Al A

"]

*saemmy
-l

BT oz

B "’ﬁ'éﬁ;‘ m *'i"li'

nan,

i

E i .

10

1

P

12

13

14

15
16
17
18
19

General Counsel’s Report #2

Accofdingly, we recorﬁmend -the Commission accept the attécheci .conciliati.on-agreement and
closé the file in this mattef.

RECOMMENDATIONS

. Accept the attached conciliation agreement with Jose Casal.

2. ‘Approve the appropriate letter.

3. ,:Close the file.
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General Counsel’s Report #2

1 Lawrence H. Norton
2 General Counsel
3 _
4 .
i Yashy ik Qb
6 Dide 7 BY: RhondaJ. Ve€dingh
7 Associate General Counsel
8 for Enforcement
10
11 9 Ln/l?ﬁ//h
12 ' ' Joglathan A. Bernstein
13 ssistant General Counsel
14 .
15 : / é Z % .
16 :
17 ' : esse B. Christensen _
18 Attorney
19
20  Attachments:
21 1. Conciliation Agreement — Jose Casal.
22 2. Copy of civil penalty payment check — $4,125.



